Hayward Conversations. Tue 29th September 6-8pm, Dan Graham Pavilion, Hayward Gallery. 
 
#2: Examining the “experience of the visitor”
 
Stefano Collicelli Cagol and Seph Rodney shall be in conversation on the experience of the visitor. Cagol will determine how the New Wing, Stedelijk Museum (Amsterdam) opened in 1954 as the apex of the director William Sandberg’s vision, enabled the meaning of the institution to be positioned in constant dialogue with the city. Sandberg wanted to allow contemporary art to affect and change the visitor in his/her everyday life. Cagol’s focus is upon how this may put into question the rhetoric of some assumptions on the white cube and advances other ways of re-thinking the potentialities existing in the experience of an art institution. Seph Rodney will look at the experience of the museum or gallery visit through the lens of migration. When addressing the visitor as a migrant, Rodney investigates how and why it may be useful to reconsider social capital in relation to contemporary cultural value systems. He questions what specific cultural goods signify today and how are they appropriated; as against the backdrop of a migrant it is not possible to take what Bourdieu refers to as ‘habitus’ and its social capital, for granted. Rodney shall discuss how particular experience compares between modern and contemporary art exhibition spaces.
 
For those wishing to attend the following texts are suggested as contextual material:
Petersen, Ad., Sandberg, designer and director of the Stedelijk, Ad Petersen: Rotterdam: 010, 2004. 
Petersen, Ad and Brattinga, P., Sandberg: een documentaire = a documentary, Amsterdam: Kosmos, 2005
Petersen, Ad., Sandberg graphiste et directeur du Stedelijk Museum,  Paris: Editions Xavier Barral, 2007  
O'Doherty, B., Inside the White Cube. The Ideology of the Gallery Space, London: University of California Press, 1999
-
Bourdieu, P., (with Darbel, A. & Schnapper, D. / 1990). The love of art: European art museums and their public, Beattie C. and N. Merriman (Trans.) Cambridge: Polity.
Heath, C. and vom Lehn, D. Configuring Reception: (Dis-)Regarding the 'Spectator' in Museums and Galleries. Theory, Culture & Society 21, 6 (2004), 43--65.
Foner, N. (2005).  In a new land: a comparative view of immigration, New York: New York University Press.
 
 
 -
Admission free but booking is essential as places are limited, to book please email: louisa.adam@gmail.com
 
www.haywardconversations.tumblr.com
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